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AGENDA

LEEANON

THEATEE

‘Madad’

The Sunflower Theater,

Sami Solkh Avernwe, Tavouneh
Until April 3, 7 pam.

Q3 935 298/01 381 230
Mlariam Hammond, Tzeeika
Ehaznk and Fiad Bowstani
Jjoumey into the abstract with
thi& theater performance, part
of the “50 Days 5] Yeary” fae
tival. In Arabic.

Tenga .., Tengs'

Babel Theater, Cairo Street,
Hamra

April 2, 3:M pan.

a3 135 519

{Jasim Istarnbonli’s new play is
divided into three geté combin
ing comedy and tragedy, and
dealing with the stones of the
Arah revolotions we are still
expenencing today. In Ambic.

DANCE

‘L'Etreinte & Beyrouth O
Beyrouth’

Theater Mornot, Achirafieh
Until April 3, 230 pom.

a1 202 422

Nada Kano't Beirnt Dance
Company predents a mx of
Kano's new performance “L'E
trante™ and “Beyrmouth O Bey
routh™ ingpired by Raza Hama
di’s arbwork “MMenin the
Citieg ™

FILLI

“Shivers’

St Jozeph Universite,
Damascus Sweet, IESAY
Amphitheater, Achrafieh
April 6-11, call for times and
schedule

a1 970 253

This filmn cyele focnses on
Fparush homor and fantasy
movies, ineloding clastict and
thort filme by voung directors.
Subtitles in French or Enghsh

ART

SE0E0 N 3B E

Fiece Unigue Gallery, Aris
Kanglani Sireet, Saifil village
Until A pril &

Q1 975 655

Melkan Basil s photography
exhibition deals with the con
templation of Lebanon at a
galaxy formmed oflittle
Lrhanese planets.

“Vers de Nouveaux Horizens'
Surface Libre d'dArt Gallery,
Jardin Dadowr, Jal al Dib
Until 4 pril 13

Q4 715 500 S 34 716 600
Joteph Bovhayemn s solo exhi
bition 1¢ intpired by religions
icong buot offers a new perspec
tive on society and the body.

‘Rencontra’

Chafine Gallery,

Durant Street, Verdun

Until & pril 20

a1 2446 522

Thit exhibition displaye paint
ingg, sonlptores, stained glass
and art deco pieces from 150
Lchanste and Arab artiste.

‘La Reine de Tyr ¢t autres
sculpiures’

Espace Kettanehi Kunigh,
Gefinor Center, Hamra

Until 4 pril 20

a1 T3E 706

Fimone Fattal exbobite her clay
senlptares of warmors, cen
tanrz, bulls and dancers echo
ing the age of antigoity.

‘Affiches sur Scene’

Beirut Theater, Ain al Mreizseh
Until April 2

d1 363 328

In aswociation with the French
Canltoral Center, photographer
Fascal Colmat exhibits a senes
of posters he ereated for enltor
al institotiong, theaters and
gorne of i pertonal creations.

JUOST ATHOUGHT

It has newer besn my obeet to
record muy dreams, just the deter
mination to realize them.

Mar Ra
{15354 19?511}

Amgrican ariist
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Reviving Lebanon’s Sputnik moment
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BHote 0y Fadan Wilson Oelda

Hadjithomas and Jomige's sculptune at Haipaman University:

Hadjithomas and Joreige
explore the little-known

history of the Lebanese

Rocket Society

Kaelen Wiken-Geldie

Specrd fo The Dady Star
EIEUT: Anyons passing
through the neighborhood of
Eantan in the last few wesks

mugy have noticed & stange

spire pecling out from behind the
hedges of Haigarian University.

From the $treet, the spire looks like
athin white rod pointing dbove the sur
rounding buildings at 4 ralash angle to
the sloy It conld be the tipofa fagpols
Imocked out of alignment, in absurdly
long Spear or an ondnously high tech,
disturbingly out of place weapon.

However, tuminto the wronght iron
pates and enter Hapaman's leafy
courtyard, and the $pire tums out to be
the needle noge of arocket oneoftwo
gleaming white iron seulpturss pro
duced by the atists and Slmmakers
Toina Hadjithomas and Ehalil Tereige.

Partof sn ongoing, moulti faceted art
wark thatincludes widens, installations,
archival images ind a forthcoming
filmrs, the seulptures are named for and
inspired by the litfle kmown history of
the Lebanese Rocket Society, which
was founded at Hal pariam 50 years ago.

Each picce is an B meter replica of
the Cedar TV, the most famous of the
high performimnce projectiles that wers
launched over Lebanon in the 19608,
orly to disappear in the Meditermranean
immedidely thereafter

“What's stange 15 that no ome
remembers this story,” says Had
Jthomas, “even though it was on the
front pages of all the newspapsrs. We
ko this lind of amnesiain Lebanon,
but this was apositive thing "

The story of the Lebansse Rocket
Society began in 1960, when a math
nd physies teacher named Minoug

Manougisn joined the Haigazian fac
ulty. Assigned the task of revamping
the school’s soienee club, Manougian
rounded up 4 group of students, most
Ly freshmen, and turmed their atention
to rocketry.

Beyond learning the prnciples of
thrust, drag andlift, the students want
ed to design and build their own reck
ets. Their ambitions were epistemic.
They wanted to study and explors
Space. Instigating & WeAponS program
was never on the agenda

Within & sear, the science club
rebranded itself the Hagazian Collegs
Eaocket Society The group launched its
first few rockets in the spring of 1961
first & tiny one that lifted off from &
remote farm for 4 small audienes of sto
dents, then larger ones reaching higher
dtitudes and attracting greater public
dtention, governmental Scrotiny and
repional envy This was, in effect, the
Arab world’s entry into the Spacs race.

Brrthe spring of 1962, the Lebanese
Atmy was secunng the launch sites,
therockets werereaching hei ghts of 20
kKlometers or more, and other uniwer
§itles were eager to get involved

Lebanon’s president, Fonad Chehab,
mnvited the Society’smembers to amest
ing to commend them on their work.
The US. and the USSE dispatched
imbassadors nd oultoral ataches to
check out what they were doing.

With its profile nsing, the group
changed its name to the Lebinsss
Bocket Society andinitiated the Cedar
series, from Cedar I thronph Cedar
VI Most of the rockets were Suocess
ful, Cedar IV so much so that it was
emblizoned on a postd stamp com
memorating Lebanon s independence.

Eut accidents did oecur, including
mill adwised experiment with propel
lant chemicals that deprived one st
dent of an eye. In 1986, Cedar VI
cxploded on its ramp before liftoff. It
tumed out to ke the Last lamch.

No one knows for sure why the
rocket program ended, but by 1967 it
was pone. The society disbanded. Tts
members Scattered across the globe.
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Hiaga coumazy of ha anah et R Hen

The Lebanese Rocet Socety posing with the Cedar I nocloet moments before lmnch.,

Lebanese pianist takes audience to a lost world

By Chivine Laheud
specd fo The Dady S

EIRUT: *When I think of

playing piane, I think of trav

eling,” said the Lebinsse

plamist ind composer Walid
Wahasafter his performanee at Theater
Monnot Thursday night.

Wahas' one night enly shovw present
gdthe release of his new dl bum “Tmimer
sion.” Hetold The Dadly Ster that it tock
him guite $ome tine to compose this

album becimse he had some “emotion
4 and personal bagpage " However, *1
wotldn *t hawee dome it without dl these
expenences I've been throngh " he sad.

The first time Wahas touched 4 piano
he was B years old. Since then, he has
rarcly taken his hands off of 4 keyboard .
EBefore welcoming the musician on
stage, the Lebinete operasinger Lama
Toan told the story of the relatonship
between the planist and his ingtrument.
Wahas's pisno has beenin his family for

erations First, it was“aweddjng%ﬂ

or Mahas®s sreat prandfather to In
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Walid Nahas with his Steinway & Sons piano.

wife,” Tyan $ad. Then, it belonged to
the plamst’s grandmether, who d
it to the young Nahas.

The adience could see that the
Steinway & Sons plano has had many
musical experiences with different
plamists  the wood is well worn and
the piano still has its crginal ivory
ks The emetiond bagpare that ties
Nahas to his plano could be felt all
through his performance.

“MWahas 18 today’s romantic fignre™
said Tram. The listeners witnessed an
sffectionate bond between Mahas and
the plane as he performed his musical
compositions, which submerged the
dience into the planist’s world.

As Wahas played, we could enter his
romemiic sphers, imagining scenss from
romemiic Alms and dresmy ballads: He
offered listeners & palette of emetions:
Light and $ubfle nm&esl notes repre
sented love and affection, but as Mahas
switched to sharp and hesory sounds the
mdience could imagine & gquarel
between two characters, or even anger

Listeners were almiost hjlpnﬂﬁzeff}r
this geming who plays as though in a
tfranes, with eyes closed. Wahas plaped,
reacted dnd hstened to his plano mum
Bling &8 his fingers touched the vory

He only opened his exres o the end of
cach composition 48 though retuming to
reality, snd leswving his own utopian
sphere  abindoning his paradise.

Mahas génee 4 volos to his piano, and
the latter expreséed the plamist’s feel
ings. Ohsernng Nahas with his piamo
wits like sesing aloving relaiiﬂnshi%;ld
the end of his performanee, Nahas bent
down and kassed his instrument.

Wifalid hlahas's alburn "k marsien” kan
salz at all Wirgin Magastorss and anthe
Librairiz &ntains website,

The war with Tl that summer must
hawe been a factor Some Sy Franee
asked Lebanon to give the rockets a
test. Tvhers argpue that Taael’s spy net
work wormed in among members of
the group. Before the rocket’s cunions
retum to Eantari six wesks ago, few
remembered thit Lebanon had ewer
had & Sputnik moment of its own.

“We wanted to have the rocket in
Haigazian for students to remember
this stery,” savs Hadjithomas, “and for
people tocross the strect and askthem
seles, what 15 this?

“Whit can come from Lebanon™
she asks.

“If's dways weapons or war. But
the rocket was for scentific purposes.
It shifts the gaze, and this displace
ment 1§ something thet interests us ™

On Feb. 22, Hadjithomas and Joreige
unveiled the st seulpture in Beimt,
during an offici 4l ceremony replete with
4 dramatic white sheet draped owver the
piece. Hagazian's preddent, Panl Ha
dostian, officiated ower the event . With
carmp and humeor, the sheet was whisked
away to revedl an ambignous artworl,
which doubles a5 4 gift to the universi
ty in tbute to its long standing com
Thitment to Solenece.

Afew weeks later, the $econd senlp
ture armived in Sharjah. It now stands
in & square in front of an art musenm,
one of several works erected in public
space for the tenth Shérjah Biennial.

A more elaborate articnlation of
Hadjithomas and Toreige’s propct
four wideo screens and & room filled
with 32 accordion folded prints
TEmidng on view ndde the museum
throngh bday 16, subtitled “Elements
for 4 Possible Monument.”

“Monument 1§ 4 big word,” Savs
Hadjthomas. “We have nopretensions
[about malang ] monuments but we are
mierested inhow you create something
that stays and deals with 4 moment in
history. ¥We don’t work on memory. We
work on 4 relation with history.

“We are not interested in nostalgia
for the 19605, she explains.

“We are more interested in how we
peroeived ourselves a8 Arabs in the
1980s. What were our notions of
modemity, science and knowledge?
What was our faith in all that and why
did it disappear?”

The Lebansss Rocket Society was,
in effect, a4 dream hemmed in by
defeat. Hadiithomas and Toreige have
retumed to 4 moment of possibility
from the past, but their purposs 18 o
Tevive ity potential in the pregent.

“We really wanted to do something
on this possibility of dresning . Today
it has special echoes, but for me these
people were dreamers. I wintto dream
with them in the present™

There are casier ways to dream than
moving tweo rockets around the Middle
Eastin a time of widsspresad upheaval.
The Hagarian scul fraveled to
Eeimut from Cba . where 1t was
mixde, on the back of a flatbed trudk,
escorted by 4 Szable secunty detal The
Sharjah rocket required two menths of
logistical work.

“To put the rtocket in boxes snd find
someons willing to ship them was
really diffienlt,” says Hadjithomas.

“We had to get athorizations. We
had to $ee ministers. The amoyr had o
come, check the boxes, ses that the
rocketis empty, and understand that it
1il.\st asonlpture  becanse, of course, it
ooks like amissile.

“This was enly possible becanse the
biennial helped ug and supported our
idea,” she adds. “This was only possi
ble in the temitory of art.”

Sharjah Biennial 19 is an visw thraugh
May 16, Far mars infarmation, plass ses
L sharjahartarg,

Mise en Scene Dechamby exhibif to open on April 7

Waga colta gy of O Cofba Moy

BEIRLT: Caraling Dacharnby's "Sarie Misa 2n Sazna— Papillans” sil an @ras and
plesiglacs, 150 2 120 canfimetars, is part of har sols auhibitian "Mi2 an Sene” at
the & Contarnporany gallany in Cowntown. Tha show spans on Aprl 7.



